
WE - ONE MIND FOR THE PURPOSE OF
THE WORK

Mission:  ​WE support community healing
through the natural, cultural, and historical

restoration to the Salish Sea for 7th
generations sustainability as a measure of

ecological health protection for all.

Vision:  WE are the vision keepers for a Coast
Salish Tribal Heritage Field Institute: an

Indigenous-led, 13-Moon, Mountain to Sea,
Reef to Reef, K-PhD program with 7

longhouses in the San Juan Islands and 7
longhouses in the Gulf Islands.

WE COMEWE COME
FROM THATFROM THAT
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Inherent vs. Acquired Rights
Oral Presentation made by Sharon Kinley,
interpreted by Al Johnnie (2008)

She states, “Inherent Rights” is something that you
come into within your lineage and no one can take it
away, i.e. reef net fishing sites are passed down from
one-generation to next generation, within their
family ancestry. Inherent Rights are those properties
which can be clearly explained through the language
of the people itself. Today, Inherent Rights
sometimes become confused with Acquired Rights
that are established by the Euro-American
worldviews and standards. 

Acquired Rights are anything that someone can take
away from you. Acquired Rights within the context
of Euro-American worldview, sees these as things
which can be mitigated, negotiated, regulated,
defended through a legal system, and can result in
loss, forever.

BE AN ALLY TO SUPPORT
CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT FOR

ALL IN THE SALISH SEA!

Inherent vs. Acquired Rights
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WHITESWAN ENVIRONMENTAL (WE)WHITESWAN ENVIRONMENTAL (WE)  
INVITES YOU TO CELEBRATEINVITES YOU TO CELEBRATE

08.25.2408.25.24
EVENT LOCATION:
SJI NPS | ENGLISH CAMP
FRIDAY HARBOR, WA 98250 
PE’PI’OW’ELH-SMIUTH, AN ANCESTRAL
VILLAGE SITE ON LUMMI CREATION ISLAND

SALTWATER SALMONSALTWATER SALMON  
PEOPLE KNOW NO BORDERSPEOPLE KNOW NO BORDERS  

--OPEN TO THE PUBLIC--OPEN TO THE PUBLIC----

  “All national parks are located on Indigenous ancestral lands...through“All national parks are located on Indigenous ancestral lands...through
increased collaboration…we will make better land managementincreased collaboration…we will make better land management

decisions, acknowledge, and hopefully heal some deep wounds...”decisions, acknowledge, and hopefully heal some deep wounds...”
Charles F. Sams III 19th National Park Service DirectorCharles F. Sams III 19th National Park Service Director

Artist: Sophia Jackson, SJI NPS Logo Contest Finalist

“The Creator gave us the
sacred responsibility to the

land, water, salmon, reef net,
and language that belongs to

it, and if it is not supported it is
cultural, spiritual genocide.” 

-Respected Elders from W̱SÁNEĆ J,SIṈSET
(STOLȻEȽ) John Elliott and 

Lummi Chief Tsilixw William James

Whiteswan Environmental (WE) invite you to
join the Spirit of the Sxwo'le (SOS) Coalition.

The coalition is 100% Indigenous-led. The
coalition’s transboundary (US and Canada)

working groups are Indigenous and non-
Indigenous partners who ensure cultural safety
as they work collaboratively on Indigenous-led
project areas that advocate for thriving cultures

and environment for all in the Salish Sea.

THE LAND, WATER, SALMON, REEF NET,THE LAND, WATER, SALMON, REEF NET,
AND THE LANGUAGE THAT BELONGS TO ITAND THE LANGUAGE THAT BELONGS TO IT



HISTORY: The English Camp Parade Ground is located
on Garrison Bay, in the northwest corner of San Juan
Island. Since time immemorial, Lummi, W̱ SÁNEĆ,
Songhees, Clallam, and other Coast Salish people
traveled by canoe to the village site some call
Pe'pi'ow'elh, Smiuth, and the Lummi Creation Island.
When the Royal Marines landed at English Camp, the
longhouse was torn down, and used for the military
barracks, and fences. Also, the burial site on Gus Island
was burned down. Archeologists removed many items
to the Burke Museum and recorded that the village
site showed years of a living culture as the grounds
were filled with clam middens that averaged ten feet
high, from thirty-five to forty feet through, by 120
yards long. The shell middens were used to pave the
parade grounds at English Camp and pathways to the
officers quarters.  

The Treaty of Point Elliott, signed on January 22,
1855, displaced many Native Americans by forced
relocation to reservations in the United States and
Canada. Like many Indigenous people who were
impacted by the 15th century Doctrine of Discovery, a
papal bull that gave Europeans the right to land and
resources, and the 1830 Indian Removal Act, the
descendants of SJI, the Lummi Tribe never cashed the
check for the "unconscionable" amount that was
offered for these islands. (The Lummi Tribe of Indians,
Plaintiff, v. the United States, Defendant, Indian Claims
Commission Decisions; Docket no. 110)

On August 25, 2016, the reef net captain (Master
Carver TEMOSENTET/Charles Elliott, W̱ SÁNEĆ  
Nation) and the male and female chief of the salmon
storyboards (Master Carver Jewell James, Lummi
Nation) were gifted to the San Juan Island National
Historical Parks on their 100th anniversary on behalf
of our Lummi, W̱ SÁNEĆ and the saltwater salmon
people. This year WE - ONE MIND FOR THE
PURPOSE OF THE WORK commemorates the 8th
anniversary of the gift of the storyboards that
represents a living culture for future generations.

The Salmon People Are Worth SavingLiving 
Culture

Reef Net Revitalization 

Reef Net Captain (W̱ SÁNEĆ ) & 
Salmon Story Boards (Lummi)

A Lummi Creation Story: In the Beginning

WE - Spirit of the Sxwo’le (SOS) Coalition

W̱ SÁNEĆ  Reef Net Revitalization

In the spirit of WE - One Mind for the Purpose of
the Work, Whiteswan Environmental coordinated
with NPS to hold a ceremony at the ancestral village
site Pe’pi’ow’elh-Smiuth, San Juan Island. WE
sponsored descendants from Lummi and W̱ SÁNEĆ
nations to carve three story boards to give to the
National Parks. This was the culmination of the 2016
Spirit of the Sxwo'le (SOS) Stewardship Corps and
now serves to educate over 300,000+ annual
visitors a year about (The First Ones, NPS, 2015).

1852 - Chowitsut is signatory #24 for Canadian N.
Saanich Douglas Treaty “To Fish as Formerly”

1852 - Chowitsut welcomes US settlers Roeder and
Peabody to Whatcom Creek

1855 - Chowitsut is signatory for Lummi  people in
the US Pt. Elliott Treaty “To Fish in our usual and
accustomed fishing stations.”

Aboriginal Rights - our presence and practice helps
protect our culture and environment for all.
Actively building and recruiting a Reef Net Coalition to
restore village sites (longhouses), camps, reef net
locations, and 13 moon food sovereignty in the Salish Sea. 
Listen, Learn & Heal Together with our Elders, Youth &
Community: The Saltwater Salmon People are worth
saving and we are all salmon people Indigenous to Mother
Earth.

In the beginning, there were two brothers who were
placed on earth in Somane. Finding no livelihood, the
older brother moved to Melaxat (Saanich), but the
younger brother, Swetan, continued to San Juan
Island (Lummi), where he stopped to make a home.
To both brothers, Xelas gave the gift of the salmon,
reef net, spear, suin, and fire. 

                            
 - Excerpt from Stern, Bernard. Lummi Indians of

Northwest Washington, 1934.
                                                 

 - Excerpt from Morris, Gary. 
Strait Salish Prehistory, 2010. 

https://www.whiteswanenvironmental.org 
shirley.williams.we@gmail.com

For more information, contact:
Kusemaat | Shirley Williams, BSN
Whiteswan Environmental (WE) Executive Director
Whatcom Intergenerational High School (WIHS) Co-Founder

7th Generation Goal (Year 2096): Restore Natural
Laws and Ceremonial  Presence and Practice
through Education: “To fish as formerly (W̱ SÁNEĆ)
In our usual and accustomed fishing areas (Lummi).” 

SJI NPS Pig War Reenactment
Descendent Reflections

July 22, 2024
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